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How to Talk to the Media…
or Not 

•  REMEMBER	  THE	  POWER	  OF	  THE	  MEDIA	  
•  WHEN	  THE	  MEDIA	  CONTACTS	  YOU,	  LET	  

THE	  COMMUNICATIONS	  OFFICE	  KNOW	  
•  YOU	  ALWAYS	  HAVE	  A	  CHOICE,	  TO	  TALK	  

OR	  NOT	  
•  ALWAYS	  BE	  PREPARED	  

•  DON’T	  WING	  IT	  	  
•  DON’T	  TRY	  TO	  MEMORIZE	  ANSWERS	  
•  DON’T	  FEEL	  OBLIGATED	  TO	  ANSWER	  

EVERY	  QUESTION	  
•  NEVER	  LIE	  

•  NEVER	  SAY	  NO	  COMMENT	  
•  IF	  YOU	  DON’T	  UDERSTAND	  A	  QUESTION,	  

ASK	  THE	  REPORTER	  TO	  REPEAT	  IT	  OR	  	  
REWORD	  IT	  

•  NEVER,	  EVER	  FEEL	  OBLIGATED	  TO	  TALK	  IN	  
AN	  AMBUSH	  	  

•  IF	  YOU	  CHOOSE	  NOT	  TO	  TALK…REPORTERS	  
WILL	  GET	  THE	  STORY	  ANYWAY	  
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Facebook Any Thoughts? 


